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MESSAGE 
 
Occasion    : Sunday Morning Service 
Theme    : Being Enriched in All Things to All Bountifulness 
Venue    : Lighthouse BBC Tatalon 
Date    : August 4, 2019 
 
TITLE    : THE USEFULNESS OF STEPHANAS AND HIS FAMILY 
Text/s    :   
 
1 Cor 16:15-18 
15 I beseech you, brethren, (ye know the house of Stephanas, that it is the firstfruits of Achaia, and that 
they have addicted themselves to the ministry of the saints,) 
16 That ye submit yourselves unto such, and to every one that helpeth with us, and laboureth. 
17 I am glad of the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus: for that which was lacking on your 
part they have supplied. 
18 For they have refreshed my spirit and yours: therefore acknowledge ye them that are such. 
KJV 
 
 
Bible Reading  :   
 
Rom 12:9-18 
9 Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good. 
10 Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another; 
11 Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord; 
12 Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer; 
13 Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality. 
14 Bless them which persecute you: bless, and curse not. 
15 Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep. 
16 Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high things, but condescend to men of low estate. Be 
not wise in your own conceits. 
17 Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all men. 
18 If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. 
KJV 
 
Song/s    :  
 
Other references  :  
 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
1 Cor 16:15-18 
15 I beseech you, brethren, (ye know the house of Stephanas, that it is the firstfruits of Achaia, and that 
they have addicted themselves to the ministry of the saints,) 
16 That ye submit yourselves unto such, and to every one that helpeth with us, and laboureth. 
17 I am glad of the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus: for that which was lacking on your 
part they have supplied. 
18 For they have refreshed my spirit and yours: therefore acknowledge ye them that are such. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 1:16 
16 And I baptized also the household of Stephanas: besides, I know not whether I baptized any other. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 16:15-18 
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15 Now, brethren, you know that the household of Stephanas were the first converts and our firstfruits in 
Achaia (most of Greece), and how they have consecrated and devoted themselves to the service of the saints 
(God's people).  
16 I urge you to pay all deference to such leaders and to enlist under them and be subject to them, as well 
as to everyone who joins and cooperates [with you] and labors earnestly.  
17 I am happy because Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus have come [to me], for they have made up for 
your absence.  
18 For they gave me respite from labor and rested me and refreshed my spirit as well as yours. Deeply 
appreciate and thoroughly know and fully recognize such men.  
AMP 
 
1 Cor 16:15-18 
15 I urge you, brethren — you know the household of Stephanas, that it is the firstfruits of Achaia, and that 
they have devoted themselves to the ministry of the saints —   
16 that you also submit to such, and to everyone who works and labors with us.  
17 I am glad about the coming of Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus, for what was lacking on your part 
they supplied.  
18 For they refreshed my spirit and yours. Therefore acknowledge such men.  
NKJV 
 
 
BODY 
 
No other New Testament authority has the proper perspective of the ministry than the Apostle Paul.  He is 
the only one that can fully describe what the ministry is. 
 
Paul is the very embodiment of what ministry should be.  And he is the authority who defines what ministry 
should be and how all God’s people should be in it. 
 

1 Tim 1:12-14 
12 And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me 
into the ministry; 
13 Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did it 
ignorantly in unbelief. 
14 And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. 
KJV 
 

Gal 2:20 
20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself 
for me. 
KJV 
 
Phil 1:21 
21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 
KJV 
 
Gal 6:17 
17 From henceforth let no man trouble me: for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus. 
KJV 

 
 

He tells the Ephesian church that everyone has a part in this ministry. 
 
Eph 4:11-12 
11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers; 
12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ 
KJV 



3 

 

 
He tells the Corinthian church how the ministry should be conducted. 
 
2 Cor 4:1-10 
1 Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint not; 
2 But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word 
of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in 
the sight of God. 
3 But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: 
4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the 
glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. 
5 For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake. 
6 For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not 
of us. 
8 We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; 
9 Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; 
10 Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be 
made manifest in our body. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 6:3-10 
3 Giving no offence in any thing, that the ministry be not blamed: 
4 But in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God, in much patience, in afflictions, in 
necessities, in distresses, 
5 In stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in fastings; 
6 By pureness, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, 
7 By the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armour of righteousness on the right hand and on 
the left, 
8 By honour and dishonour, by evil report and good report: as deceivers, and yet true; 
9 As unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and, behold, we live; as chastened, and not killed; 
10 As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet 
possessing all things. 
KJV 
 
 

He tells Timothy and Titus how they should conduct themselves in the ministry. 
 
2 Tim 4:5 
5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy 
ministry. 
KJV 
 
Col 4:17 
17 And say to Archippus, Take heed to the ministry which thou hast received in the Lord, that thou fulfil 
it. 
KJV 
 

 
And now this…  He cites Stephanas in our text for how he and his family are given, dedicated, devoted, 
consecrated – even addicted – to the ministry.  He cites the family’s usefulness, fruitfulness in the ministry 
as also he cited Mark. 
 

 2 Tim 4:11 
11 Only Luke is with me. Take Mark, and bring him with thee: for he is profitable to me for the ministry. 
KJV 

 
 
A) The usefulness (fruitfulness) of Stephanas 
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1 Cor 16:15-18 
15 I beseech you, brethren, (ye know the house of Stephanas, that it is the firstfruits of Achaia, and that 
they have addicted themselves to the ministry of the saints,) 
16 That ye submit yourselves unto such, and to every one that helpeth with us, and laboureth. 
17 I am glad of the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus: for that which was lacking on 
your part they have supplied. 
18 For they have refreshed my spirit and yours: therefore acknowledge ye them that are such. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 1:16 
16 And I baptized also the household of Stephanas: besides, I know not whether I baptized any other. 
KJV 
 
There are three useful persons that Paul mentions here. "Stephanas." He was one of Paul's first converts 
of Achaia. He and his house were baptized by Paul, and he and his family were became "addicted" to the 
ministries of the saints.  "Fortunatus and Achaicus" are also mentioned here. To these three persons Paul 
calls the special attention of the Corinthians, and that because they were useful. They had all 
ministered to Paul. The latter had supplied to him what the Corinthians had neglected, and they 
refreshed both his spirit and theirs. 
 
1) They have “addicted” themselves to the ministry of the saints. 

 
The word addicted here means they have primarily set, assigned, disposed themselves to the 
ministry. 
 
NT:5021 <START GREEK>ta/ssw <END GREEK> tasso (tas'-so); a prolonged form of a primary verb 
(which latter appears only in certain tenses); to arrange in an orderly manner, i.e. assign or dispose 
(to a certain position or lot): KJV - addict, appoint, determine, ordain, set. 
 
 

2) They supplied that which even the Corinthian church lacked in extending to the ministry of 
Paul. 
 
2 Cor 11:9 
9 And when I was present with you, and wanted, I was chargeable to no man: for that which was 
lacking to me the brethren which came from Macedonia supplied: and in all things I have kept 
myself from being burdensome unto you, and so will I keep myself. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 9:1-5 
1 For as touching the ministering to the saints, it is superfluous for me to write to you: 
2 For I know the forwardness of your mind, for which I boast of you to them of Macedonia, that 
Achaia was ready a year ago; and your zeal hath provoked very many. 
3 Yet have I sent the brethren, lest our boasting of you should be in vain in this behalf; that, as I 
said, ye may be ready: 
4 Lest haply if they of Macedonia come with me, and find you unprepared, we (that we say not, ye) 
should be ashamed in this same confident boasting. 
5 Therefore I thought it necessary to exhort the brethren, that they would go before unto you, and 
make up beforehand your bounty, whereof ye had notice before, that the same might be ready, as a 
matter of bounty, and not as of covetousness. 
KJV 
 
 

3) They refreshed his spirit and the church in Corinth. 
 
Prov 25:25 
25 As cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country. 
KJV 
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2 Cor 7:5-7 
5 For, when we were come into Macedonia, our flesh had no rest, but we were troubled on every 
side; without were fightings, within were fears. 
6 Nevertheless God, that comforteth those that are cast down, comforted us by the coming of Titus; 
7 And not by his coming only, but by the consolation wherewith he was comforted in you, when he 
told us your earnest desire, your mourning, your fervent mind toward me; so that I rejoiced the 
more. 
KJV 

 
 

B) The response enjoined to the useful of Stephanas and his family. 
 
1) Submit to them. 

 
Eph 5:21 
21 Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God. 
KJV 
 
Heb 13:17 
17 Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as 
they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is 
unprofitable for you. 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 5:5-7 
5 Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, 
and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. 
6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time: 
7 Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you. 
KJV 
 
Phil 4:3 
3 And I intreat thee also, true yokefellow, help those women which laboured with me in the gospel, 
with Clement also, and with other my fellowlabourers, whose names are in the book of life. 
KJV 
 

2) Recognize and honor them. 
 
1 Thess 5:12-13 
12 And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which labour among you, and are over you in the 
Lord, and admonish you; 
13 And to esteem them very highly in love for their work's sake. And be at peace among yourselves. 
KJV 
 
1 Tim 5:17-18 
17 Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, especially they who labour in 
the word and doctrine. 
18 For the scripture saith, Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn. And, The 
labourer is worthy of his reward. 
KJV 
 
 

 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
 
1 Peter 4:10 
10 As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the 
manifold grace of God. 
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KJV 
 
Heb 6:10 
10 For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye have shewed toward his 
name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 9:11-15 
11 Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God. 
12 For the administration of this service not only supplieth the want of the saints, but is abundant also by 
many thanksgivings unto God; 
13 Whiles by the experiment of this ministration they glorify God for your professed subjection unto the 
gospel of Christ, and for your liberal distribution unto them, and unto all men; 
14 And by their prayer for you, which long after you for the exceeding grace of God in you. 
15 Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 9:1-5 
1 For as touching the ministering to the saints, it is superfluous for me to write to you: 
2 For I know the forwardness of your mind, for which I boast of you to them of Macedonia, that Achaia was 
ready a year ago; and your zeal hath provoked very many. 
3 Yet have I sent the brethren, lest our boasting of you should be in vain in this behalf; that, as I said, ye 
may be ready: 
4 Lest haply if they of Macedonia come with me, and find you unprepared, we (that we say not, ye) should 
be ashamed in this same confident boasting. 
5 Therefore I thought it necessary to exhort the brethren, that they would go before unto you, and make up 
beforehand your bounty, whereof ye had notice before, that the same might be ready, as a matter of 
bounty, and not as of covetousness. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 8:1-5 
1 Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia; 
2 How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the 
riches of their liberality. 
3 For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves; 
4 Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the 
ministering to the saints. 
5 And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of 
God. 
KJV 
 
Phil 4:15-18 
15 Now ye Philippians know also, that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no 
church communicated with me as concerning giving and receiving, but ye only. 
16 For even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto my necessity. 
17 Not because I desire a gift: but I desire fruit that may abound to your account. 
18 But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent from 
you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God. 
KJV 
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